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TuIS! is a great myllery, hid How 
the eyes of man, who is run from the 
inward life into outward obſervations. 
He cannot ſee either that it is required 
by the Lord of his people, or any cdih- 
cation therein, or benefit thereby. But, 
to the mind that is drawn inward, the 
| thing is plain; and the building up 
hereby in the life of God, and the fe]- 


| lowſhip one with another therein, 1s 


A 2 ſweetly 
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ſweetly felt, and precious reſreſhment * 
from the preſence of the Lord received, 
by them who ſingly herein wait upon 


him, according to the leadings and re- 1m 


quirings of his Spirit. 


Now, to open the thing a little to the 
upright-hearted, if the Lord pleaſe: 
After the mind is in ſome meaſure 


turned to the Lord, his quickenings felt, 


his ſeed beginning to ariſe and ſpring 
up in the heart, then the fleſh is to be 


ſilent before him, and the ſoul to wait 1 
upon him (and for his further appear- 


ings) in that meaſure of life which is 


: already revealed. 


Now this is a great thing, to know | 


fleſh filenced, to feel the reaſoning 


thoughts and diſcourſes of the fleſhly | 


mind ſtilled, and the wiſdom, light and 
guidance of God's Spirit waited for. — 


For a man 1s to come into the poverty 
of lelf, into > the abaſedneſs, into the no- 


thingneſs 
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thingneſs, into the ſilence of his ſpirie 
before the Lord ;—into the putting off 


all his knowledge, underſtanding, abili- 
ties, all he is, hath done, or can do, out 
of this meaſure of life; into which he 
is to travel, that he may be cloathed - 
and filled with the nature, power, and 
Spirit of the Lord. 
Now in this meaſure of life (which is 


| of Chriſt, and in which Chriſt i is, and 
appears to the ſoul) there is the power 
of life and death; power to kill to the 
fleſh, and power to quicken to God: 
is | power to cauſe the ſoul to ceaſe 
from its own workings, and power to 
work in and for the ſoul what God re- 
: quires, and what is acceptable in his 
ieee 


And in this' God 1s to be waited 


| upon and worſhipped continually, both 
in private and in publick, according as 
| his Spirit draws and teaches, For the 


A3 | 5 Lord 


| ſhip: 


FT 


Lord requires of his people not only 
to worſhip him apart, but to meet to- 


gether to worſhip him, in the ſeaſons, 


and according to the drawings, of his 


Spirit: and they that are taught of him, 
dare not *forſake the afſemblingofthem- 
« ſelves together as the manner of ſome 


eis,“ but watch againſt the temptations 


and ſnares which the enemy lays to de- 
ceive them therefrom, and to diſturb ' 
their ſenſe by, that they might not feel 


the drawings of the Father thereunto. 


And this is the manner r of their wor- 


They are to wait upon the Lord, to 


meet in the filence of fleſh, and to 
watch for the ſtirrings of his life and 


the breaking forth of his power amongſt 


them: and in the breakings forth of that F 


power they may pray, ſpeak, exbort, | | 
rebuke, ſing, or mourn, &c. according 


as the Spirit teaches, requires, and gives | 


utterance. 


TT 
y | utterance. But if the Spirit do not 
4 | require to ſpeak, and give to utter, then 
every one is to fit ſtill in his place (in 
is 9 his heavenly place, I mean) feeling his 
* own meaſure, feeding thereupon, re- 
J ceiving therefrom into his ſpirit what 
1 the Lord giveth. 
Nov in this is edifying, pure edifying, 
precious edifying. His ſoul, who thus 
waits, is particularly edifyed at every 
meeting: and then, alſo, there is the life 
; of the whole felt in every veſſel that is 
turned to its meaſure; inaſmuch as the 
: warmth of life in each veſſel doth not 
; only warm the particular, but they are 
like an heap of freſh and living coals 
[ warming one another; inſomuch that a 
great ſtrength, freſhneſs, and vigour of 
t | life flows into all. —And if any be bur- 
| thened, tempted, buffeted by ſatan, 
bowed down, overborne, afflicted, diſ- 
treſſed, &c. the eſtate of ſuch is felt in 
us 
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ſpirit, and ſecret cries, or open, as the 
Lord pleaſeth, aſcend up to the Lord 
for them; and they many times find 
eaſe and relief in a few words ſpoken, 
or without words, if it be the ſeaſon of 
their help and relief with the Lord. 


For abſolutely ſilent meetings, where- 


in there is a reſolution not to ſpeak, we 


know not. But we wait on the Lord 


either to feel him in words, or in ſilence 
of Spirit without words as he pleaſeth, 


And that which we aim at, and are in- 


rit and power of the Lord. 

_ ( Now there are ſeveral ſtates of 
people : : ſome feel little of the Lord's 
preſence ; but feel temptations, and 


thoughts, with many wanderings and 


rovings of mind: theſe are not yet ac- 
quainted 
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to ſilent meetings, is, that the fleſh, in 
every one, be kept ſilent; and that 
there be no building - up, dur in the ſpi- 
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quainted with the power, or, at leaſt, 
I know not its dominion ; but rather feel 
1 dominion of the evil over the good in 
them. This is a ſore travailing and 
7 mournful ſlate; and meetings to ſuch 
| as theſe, many times, may ſeem to 
1 themſelves rather for the worſe than 
the better. Yet even theſe, turning as 
much as may be ſrom ſuch things, and 
cleaving ſor, leaſt, in truth of heart de- 
7 firing to cleave) to that which diſliketh 
or vitneſſeth againſt them, have accept- 
J ance with the Lord therein; and con- 
tinue to wait in this trouble and diſtreſs 
(keeping cloſe to meetings, in fear and 
ſubjection to the Lord, who requireth 
[ it, though with little appearing benefit) 
do reap an hidden benefit at preſent, 
| Jand ſhall reap a more clear and mani— 
Ifeſt benefit afterwards, as the Lord | 
waſteth and weareth out that in them 
verein the darkneſs hath its ſtrength. 
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wiſdom and 
words, in the Spirit's wiſdom and time; 
which is, when he 1 moves and gives t to 


"0 4 
Nov, to evidence that the Lord doth 
require theſe ſilent meetings, or meet- 


ings after this manner ſilent, it may thus 


appear: 
God is to be worſhipped | in Spirit, in 


his own power and life; and this is at 
his own diſpoſe. 
thering in ſpirit. 
there, he muſt ſpeak as the Oracle of 


His church is a ga- 
If any man ſpeak 


God;“ as the veſſel out of which God 


ſpeaks; as the trumpet out of which he 
gives the ſound: 


therefore there is to 
be a waiting in ſilence, till the Spirit of 


the Lord move to ſpeak, and alſo give 
words to ſpeak. 


For a man is not to 
ſpeak his own words. or in his own 
time; but the Spirit's 


ſ peak. 


And ſeeing the Spirit inwardly nou- | 
riſheth when he * not to ſpeak | 
N words, 


E 
words, the inward ſenſe and nouriſh- 
ment is to be waited for, and received 
as it is given, when there are no words. 
Yea, the miniſtry of the ſpirit and life 
is more cloſe and immediate when with- 
out words than when with words; as 
has been often felt, and is faithfully 
teſtified, by many witneſſes. 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath entered the heart of man 
how and what things God reveals to his 


children by his Spirit, when they wait 
upon him in his pure fear, and worſhip | 


and converſe with him in Spirit; for 
then the fountain of the great deep is 
unſealed, and the everlaſting ſprings 
ſurely give up the puke: and living 


water. 
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